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KENTUCKY
KY. REV. STAT.

Title IX. Counties, Cities, and Other Local
Units

Chapter 65. General Provisions Applicable to
Counties, Cities, and Other Local Units

    65.870. Local firearms control ordinances
prohibited. No city, county or urban-county gov-
ernment may occupy any part of the field of reg-
ulation of the transfer, ownership, possession,
carrying or transportation of firearms, ammuni-
tion, or components of firearms or combination
thereof.

Title XIX. Public Safety and Morals

Chapter 237. Firearms and Destructive
Devices

    237.020 Right of Kentucky residents to buy
firearms in contiguous states - Reciprocity
as to residents of contiguous states.
    (1) Residents of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky shall have the right to purchase rifles,
shotguns, and any other firearms which they are
permitted to purchase under federal law from
properly licensed dealers, manufacturers, im-
porters, or collectors located in states contig-
uous to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
    (2) Residents of states contiguous to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky may purchase
rifles, shotguns, and any other firearms which
they are permitted to purchase under federal law
from properly licensed dealers, manufacturers,
importers, or collectors located in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky.
    (3) All such sales shall conform to the require-
ments of federal law, the Kentucky Revised
Statutes, applicable local ordinances, and the
law of the purchaser's state.
    237.030 Definitions for KRS 237.040 and
237.050.
    (1) "Destructive device" means any explo-
sive, incendiary, or poison gas bomb, grenade,
mine, rocket, missile, or similar device and
includes the unassembled components from
which such a device can be made.
    (2) "Booby trap device" includes any device,
or substance designed to surreptitiously or co-
vertly take life, endanger life or destroy or
damage property and shall not include firearms.
    237.040 Criminal possession of destruc-
tive device or booby trap device. A person is
guilty of criminal possession of a destructive
device or a booby trap device when he posses-
ses, manufactures, or transports such substance
or device with:
    (1) Intent to use that device to commit an
offense against the laws of this state, a
political subdivision thereof, or of the United
States; or
    (2) Knowledge that some other person in-
tends to use that device to commit an offense
against the laws of this state, a political
subdivision thereof, or of the United States.
    (3) Mere possession without substantial evi-
dence of the requisite intent is insufficient to
bring action under KRS 237.030 to 237.050.
    237.050 Exemptions. KRS 237.030 to
237.050 shall not apply to:
    (1) Destructive devices or booby trap devices
which are possessed by the government of the
United States, this state, or a political sub-
division thereof;

    (2) Any device which is lawfully possessed
under the gun control act of 1968, the organized
crime control act of 1971, or any other law of the
United States or this state, unless a crime is
committed therewith;
    (3) Nonlethal devices placed on the premises
of the owner or the lawful occupant thereof for
his own self-protection or the protection of the
said property;
    (4) The setting of traps suitable and legal for
the taking of game by persons licensed or
permitted to do so by the game laws of the
commonwealth;
    (5) Inert devices which cannot readily be
restored to operating condition; or
    (6) The acquisition, possession, use, or con-
trol of firearms.
    237.060 Definitions for KRS 237.060 to
237.090 and certain other sections. The
following definitions apply in KRS 237.060 to
237.090 and KRS 197.170, 218A.992, 244.125,
244.990, and 514.110, unless the context
otherwise requires:
    (1) "Handgun" means any pistol or revolver
originally designed to be fired by the use of a
single hand, or any other firearm originally
designed to be fired by the use of a single hand.
    (2) "Firearm" means any weapon which will
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive.
    (3) "Licensed gun dealer" means a person
who has a federal firearms license and any
business license required by a state or local
government entity.
    (4) "Loaded" with respect to a firearm
means:
    (a) There is ammunition in the chamber of the
firearm; or
    (b) There is ammunition in the cylinder of the
firearm; or
    (c) There is ammunition in the magazine of a
firearm, if the magazine is attached to the
firearm.
    (5) "Juvenile" means a person who has not
attained his eighteenth birthday.
    (6) "Ammunition" means loaded ammunition
designed for use in any firearm.
    (7) "Armor-piercing ammunition" means a
projectile or projectile core which may be used in
a handgun and which is constructed entirely
(excluding the presence of traces of other
substances) from one (1) or a combination of
tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze,
beryllium copper, or depleted uranium. "Armor
piercing ammunition" does not include shotgun
shot required by federal or state environmental
or game regulations for hunting purposes, a
frangible projectile designed for target shooting,
a projectile which the Secretary of the Treasury
of the United States finds is primarily intended to
be used for sporting purposes, or any other pro-
jectile or projectile core which the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States finds is intend-
ed to be used for industrial purposes, including a
charge used in an oil and gas well perforating
device.
    (8) "Flanged ammunition" means
ammunition with a soft lead core and having
sharp flanges which are designed to expand on
impact.
    237.070 Prohibition against sale or transfer
of firearm to convicted felon.
    (1) No person shall knowingly sell or transfer
a firearm to any person prohibited from
possessing it by KRS 527.040.

    (2) Any person who violates the provisions of
subsection (1) of this section is guilty of a Class
A misdemeanor.
    (3) Any firearm transferred in violation of this
section shall be subject to forfeiture and shall be
disposed of pursuant to KRS 237.090.
    237.080 Prohibition against manufacture,
sale, delivery, transfer, or importation of
armor-piercing ammunition - Exceptions.
    (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to
knowingly manufacture, sell, deliver, transfer, or
import armor-piercing ammunition.
    (2) Subsection (1) of this section shall not
apply to members of the Armed Forces of the
United States or law enforcement officers within
the scope of their duties, nor shall it prohibit
licensed gun dealers from possessing armor-
piercing ammunition for the purpose of receiving
and transferring it to members of the Armed
Forces of the United States, or law enforcement
officers for use within the scope of their duties.
    (3) A violation of subsection (1) of this section
shall be a Class D felony for the first offense and
a Class C felony for each subsequent offense.
    (4) Any armor-piercing ammunition transfer-
red, sold, or offered for sale, in violation of this
section is contraband and shall be seized and
summarily forfeited to the state and shall be
disposed of pursuant to KRS 237.090.
    237.090 Disposition of forfeited firearm or
ammunition. Any firearm or ammunition forfeit-
ed pursuant to KRS 237.060 to 237.090 shall,
upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction,
be disposed of or retained as provided in KRS
500.090.
237.110 License to carry concealed deadly
weapon - Criteria - Suspension or revocation
- Prohibitions - Reciprocity - Reports.
    (1) The Department of State Police is author-
ized to issue licenses to carry concealed fire-
arms or other deadly weapons to persons quali-
fied as provided in this section. The Department
of State Police or the Administrative Office of the
Courts shall conduct a record check, covering all
offenses and conditions which are required un-
der 18 U.S.C. sec. 922(g) and this section, in the
manner provided by 18 U.S.C. sec. 922(s). Li-
censes shall be valid throughout the state for a
period of five (5) years from the date of issu-
ance. Any person in compliance with the terms
of the license may carry a concealed firearm or
other deadly weapon or combination of firearms
and other deadly weapons on or about his per-
son. The licensee shall carry the license at all
times the licensee is carrying a concealed fire-
arm or other deadly weapon and shall display
the license upon request of a law enforcement
officer. Violation of the provisions of this subsec-
tion shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a
penalty of twenty-five dollars ($25), payable to
the clerk of the District Court. ...
    (16) The General Assembly finds as a matter
of public policy that it is necessary to provide
statewide uniform standards for issuing licenses
to carry concealed firearms and to occupy the
field of regulation of the bearing of concealed
firearms to ensure that no person who qualifies
under the provisions of this section is denied his
rights. The General Assembly does not delegate
to the Department of State Police the authority
to regulate or restrict the issuing of licenses pro-
vided for in this section beyond those provisions
contained in this section. This section shall be
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liberally construed to carry out the constitutional
right to bear arms for self-defense.
    (17)(a) A person who has a valid license
issued by another state of the United States to
carry a concealed deadly weapon in that state
may, subject to provisions of Kentucky law, carry
a concealed deadly weapon in Kentucky, and
his license shall be considered as valid in
Kentucky.
    (b) The Department of State Police shall, not
later than thirty (30) days after July 15, 1998,
and not less than once every six (6) months
thereafter, make written inquiry of the concealed
deadly weapon carrying licensing authorities in
each other state as to whether a Kentucky resi-
dent may carry a concealed deadly weapon in
their state based upon having a valid Kentucky
concealed deadly weapon license, or whether a
Kentucky resident may apply for a concealed
deadly weapon carrying license in that state
based upon having a valid Kentucky concealed
deadly weapon license. The Department of
State Police shall attempt to secure from each
other state permission for Kentucky residents
who hold a valid Kentucky concealed deadly
weapon license to carry concealed deadly wea-
pons in that state, either on the basis of the Ken-
tucky license or on the basis that the Kentucky
license is sufficient to permit the issuance of a
similar license by the other state. The Depart-
ment of State Police shall enter into a written
reciprocity agreement with the appropriate agen-
cy in each state that agrees to permit Kentucky
residents to carry concealed deadly weapons in
the other state on the basis of a Kentucky-is-
sued concealed deadly weapon license or that
will issue a license to carry concealed deadly
weapons in the other state based upon a Ken-
tucky concealed deadly weapon license. If a
reciprocity agreement is reached, the require-
ment to recontact the other state each six (6)
months shall be eliminated as long as the reci-
procity agreement is in force. The information
shall be a public record and shall be available to
individual requesters free of charge for the first
copy and at the normal rate for open records
requests for additional copies. ....
    237.990 Penalties.
    (1) Any person who violates any of the
provisions of KRS 237.030 to 237.050 shall be
guilty of a Class D felony.
    (2) Any person who violates any of the
provisions of KRS 237.030 to 237.050, and in so
doing uses any destructive device or booby trap
device to avoid detection by law enforcement or
other government personnel or to avoid theft or
detection by any other person, of any controlled
substance as set forth in KRS Chapter 218A and
held in violation of KRS 218A.140, shall be guilty
of a Class C felony.

Title L. Kentucky Penal Code

Chapter 527. Offenses Relating to Firearms
and Weapons

    527.010 Definitions for chapter. The follow-
ing definitions apply in this chapter unless the
context otherwise requires:
    (1) "Booby trap device" shall have the same
meaning as set forth in KRS 237.030.
    (2) "Deface" means to remove, deface,
cover, alter, or destroy the manufacturer's serial
number or any other distinguishing number or
identification mark.
    (3) "Destructive device" shall have the same
meaning as set forth in KRS 237.030.
    (4) "Firearm" means any weapon which will
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive.

    (5) "Handgun" means any pistol or revolver
originally designed to be fired by the use of a
single hand, or any other firearm originally
designed to be fired by the use of a single hand.
    527.020 Carrying concealed deadly wea-
pon.
    (1) A person is guilty of carrying a concealed
weapon when he carries concealed a firearm or
other deadly weapon on or about his person.
    (2) Peace officers, when necessary for their
protection in the discharge of their official duties;
United States mail carriers when actually en-
gaged in their duties; and agents and messen-
gers of express companies, when necessary for
their protection in the discharge of their official
duties, may carry concealed weapons on or
about their person.
    (3) Policemen directly employed by state,
county, city, or urban-county governments may
carry concealed deadly weapons on or about
their person at all times within the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, when expressly authorized
to do so by the government employing the
officer.
    (4) Persons licensed to carry a concealed
deadly weapon pursuant to KRS 237.110 may
carry a firearm or other concealed deadly wea-
pon on or about their persons at all times within
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, if the firearm or
concealed deadly weapon is carried in conform-
ity with the requirements of that section. Unless
otherwise specifically provided by the Kentucky
Revised Statutes or applicable federal law, no
criminal penalty shall attach to carrying a con-
cealed firearm or other deadly weapon with a
permit at any location at which an unconcealed
firearm or other deadly weapon may be constitu-
tionally carried.
    (5) A firearm or other deadly weapon shall not
be deemed concealed on or about the person if
it is located in a glove compartment, regularly in-
stalled in a motor vehicle by its manufacturer re-
gardless of whether said compartment is locked,
unlocked, or does not have a locking
mechanism.
    (6) Carrying a concealed weapon is a Class A
misdemeanor unless the defendant has been
previously convicted of a felony in which a dead-
ly weapon was possessed, used or displayed in
which case it is a Class D felony.
    527.030 Defacing a firearm.
    (1) A person is guilty of defacing a firearm
when he intentionally defaces a firearm.
    (2) Defacing a firearm is a Class A mis-
demeanor.
    527.040 Possession of firearm by con-
victed felon - Exceptions.
    (1) A person is guilty of possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon when he possesses,
manufactures, or transports a firearm when he
has been convicted of a felony, as defined by
the laws of the jurisdiction in which he was con-
victed, in any state or federal court and has not:
    (a) Been granted a full pardon by the Gover-
nor or by the President of the United States;
    (b) Been granted relief by the United States
Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to the
Federal Gun Control Act of 1968, as amended.
    (2) Possession of a firearm by a convicted
felon is a Class D felony unless the firearm pos-
sessed is a handgun in which case it is a Class
C felony.
    (3) The provisions of this section shall apply
to any youthful offender convicted of a felony
offense under the laws of this Commonwealth.
The exceptions contained in KRS 527.100
prohibiting possession of a handgun by a minor
shall not apply to this section.

    (4) The provisions of this section with respect
to handguns, shall apply only to persons convict-
ed after January 1, 1975, and with respect to
other firearms, to persons convicted after July
15, 1994.
    527.050 Possession of defaced firearm.
    (1) A person is guilty of possession of a
defaced firearm when he knowingly possesses a
defaced firearm unless he makes a report to the
police or other appropriate government agency
of such possession prior to arrest or authoriza-
tion of a warrant by a court.
    (2) Possession of a defaced firearm is a Class
A misdemeanor.
    527.060 Forfeiture. Upon the conviction of
any person for the violation of any law of this
Commonwealth in which a deadly weapon was
used, displayed or unlawfully possessed by such
person the court shall order the weapon forfeited
to the state and sold, destroyed or otherwise
disposed of in accordance with KRS 500.090.
    527.070 Unlawful possession of a weapon
on school property - Posting of sign -
Exemptions.
    (1) A person is guilty of unlawful possession
of a weapon on school property when he know-
ingly deposits, possesses, or carries, whether
openly or concealed, for purposes other than in-
structional or school-sanctioned ceremonial pur-
poses, or the purposes permitted in subsection
(3) of this section, any firearm or other deadly
weapon, destructive device, or booby trap de-
vice in any public or private school building or
bus, on any public or private school campus,
grounds, recreation area, athletic field, or any
other property owned, used, or operated by any
board of education, school, board of trustees, re-
gents, or directors for the administration of any
public or private educational institution. The pro-
visions of this section shall not apply to institu-
tions of postsecondary or higher education.
    (2) Each chief administrator of a public or pri-
vate school shall display about the school in
prominent locations, including, but not limited to,
sports arenas, gymnasiums, stadiums, and cafe-
terias, a sign at least six (6) inches high and
fourteen (14) inches wide stating:
UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A WEAPON ON
SCHOOL PROPERTY IN KENTUCKY IS A
FELONY PUNISHABLE BY A MAXIMUM OF
FIVE (5) YEARS IN PRISON AND A TEN
THOUSAND DOLLAR ($10,000) FINE.
Failure to post the sign shall not relieve any
person of liability under this section.
    (3) The provisions of this section prohibiting
the unlawful possession of a weapon on school
property shall not apply to:
    (a) An adult who possesses a firearm, if the
firearm is contained within a vehicle operated by
the adult and is not removed from the vehicle,
except for a purpose permitted herein, or brand-
ished by the adult, or by any other person acting
with expressed or implied consent of the adult,
while the vehicle is on school property;
    (b) Any pupils who are members of the
reserve officers training corps or pupils enrolled
in a course of instruction or members of a school
club or team, to the extent they are required to
carry arms or weapons in the discharge of their
official class or team duties;
    (c) Any peace officer or police officer author-
ized to carry a concealed weapon pursuant to
KRS 527.020;
    (d) Persons employed by the Armed Forces
of the United States or members of the National
Guard or militia when required in the discharge
of their official duties to carry arms or weapons;
    (e) Civil officers of the United States in the
discharge of their official duties. Nothing in this
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section shall be construed as to allow any per-
son to carry a concealed weapon into a public or
private elementary or secondary school building;
    (f) Any other persons, including, but not
limited to, exhibitors of historical displays, who
have been authorized to carry a firearm by the
board of education or board of trustees of the
public or private institution;
    (g) A person hunting during the lawful hunting
season on lands owned by any public or private
educational institution and designated as open
to hunting by the board of education or board of
trustees of the educational institution;
    (h) A person possessing unloaded hunting
weapons while traversing the grounds of any
public or private educational institution for the
purpose of gaining access to public or private
lands open to hunting with the intent to hunt on
the public or private lands, unless the lands of
the educational institution are posted prohibiting
the entry; or
    (i) A person possessing guns or knives when
conducting or attending a "gun and knife show"
when the program has been approved by the
board of education or board of trustees of the
educational institution.
    (4) Unlawful possession of a weapon on
school property is a Class D felony.
    527.100 Possession of handgun by minor.
    (1) A person is guilty of possession of a
handgun by a minor when, being under the age
of eighteen (18) years, he possesses, manufac-
tures, or transports a handgun as defined by
KRS 527.010, except when the person is:
    (a) In attendance at a hunter's safety course
or a firearms safety course;

    (b) Engaging in practice in the use of a
firearm, or target shooting at an established
firing range, or any other area where the
discharge of a firearm is not prohibited;
    (c) Engaging in an organized competition
involving the use of a firearm, or participating in
or practicing for a performance by a group
organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code or any successor thereto which
uses firearms as a part of the performance;
    (d) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid
license issued to him pursuant to the statutes or
administrative regulations of this Common-
wealth;
    (e) Traveling to or from any activity described
in paragraphs (a) to (d) of this subsection with
any unloaded handgun in his possession;
    (f) On real property which is under the control
of an adult and has the permission of that adult
and his parent or legal guardian to possess a
handgun; or
    (g) At his residence and with the permission
of his parent or legal guardian possesses a
handgun and is justified under the principles of
justification set forth in KRS Chapter 503 in
using physical force or deadly physical force.
    (2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this
section, a handgun is "loaded" if:
    (a) There is a cartridge in the chamber of the
handgun; or
    (b) There is a cartridge in the cylinder of the
handgun, if the handgun is a revolver; or
    (c) There is a cartridge in the magazine of a
semiautomatic handgun, if the magazine is
attached to the handgun; or
    (d) The handgun and the ammunition for the
handgun, are carried on the person of one under

the age of eighteen (18) years or are in such
close proximity to him that he could readily gain
access to the handgun and the ammunition and
load the handgun.
    (3) Possession of a handgun by a minor is a
Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a
Class D felony for each subsequent offense.
    527.110 Unlawfully providing handgun to
juvenile or permitting juvenile to possess
handgun.
    (1) A person is guilty of unlawfully providing a
handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to
possesses a handgun when he:
    (a) Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly pro-
vides a handgun, with or without remuneration,
in violation of KRS 527.040, 527.100, or 600.020
to any person he knows or has reason to believe
is under the age of eighteen (18) years; or
    (b) Is the parent or legal guardian of a juvenile
and intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly pro-
vides a handgun to the juvenile or permits the ju-
venile to possess a handgun knowing that there
is a substantial risk that the juvenile will use a
handgun to commit a felony offense; or, with
knowledge that the juvenile has been convicted
of a crime of violence as defined in KRS
439.3401 or has been adjudicated a public of-
fender of an offense which would constitute a
crime of violence as defined in KRS 439.3401,
provides a handgun to that juvenile.
    (2) Unlawfully providing a hand gun to a juve-
nile or permitting a juvenile to possess a hand-
gun is a Class D felony.

[Current through 2001 Regular Session]

LOUISIANA
LA. REV. STAT.

Title 14. Criminal Law

    67.15. Theft of a firearm.
    A. Theft of a firearm is the misappropriation or
taking of a firearm which belongs to another,
either without the consent of the other to the
misappropriation or taking or by means of fraud-
ulent conduct, practices, or representations. An
intent to deprive the other permanently of the
firearm is essential.
    B. For purposes of this Section, "firearm"
means a shotgun or rifle, or a pistol, revolver, or
other handgun.
    C.(1) For a first offense, the penalty for theft
of a firearm shall be imprisonment with or with-
out hard labor for not less than two years nor
more than ten years, without the benefit of pro-
bation, parole, or suspension of sentence and a
fine of one thousand dollars.
    (2) For a second offense, the penalty for theft
of a firearm shall be imprisonment with or with-
out hard labor for not less than five years nor
more than fifteen years, without the benefit of
probation, parole, or suspension of sentence
and a fine of two thousand dollars.
    (3) For a third and subsequent offense, the
penalty for theft of a firearm shall be imprison-
ment at hard labor for not less than fifteen years
nor more than thirty years, without the benefit of
probation, parole, or suspension of sentence
and a fine of five thousand dollars.
    69.1. Illegal possession of stolen firearms.
    A. Illegal possession of stolen firearms is the
intentional possessing, procuring, receiving, or
concealing of a firearm which has been the sub-
ject of any robbery or theft under circumstances

which indicate that the offender knew or should
have known that the firearm was the subject of a
robbery or theft.
    B. Whoever commits the crime of illegal pos-
session of firearms shall be punished as follows:
    (1) For a first offense, the penalty shall be im-
prisonment, with or without hard labor, for not
less than one year nor more than five years.
    (2) For second and subsequent offenses, the
penalty shall be imprisonment, with or without
hard labor, for not less than two years nor more
than ten years.
    91. Unlawful sales of weapons to minors.
    A. Unlawful sales of weapons to minors is the
selling or otherwise delivering for value of any
firearm or other instrumentality customarily used
as a dangerous weapon to any person under the
age of eighteen. Lack of knowledge of the min-
or's age shall not be a defense.
    B. Whoever commits the crime of unlawful
sales of weapons to minors shall be fined not
more than three hundred dollars or imprisoned
for not more than six months, or both.
    95. Illegal carrying of weapons.
    A. Illegal carrying of weapons is:
    (1) The intentional concealment of any fire-
arm, or other instrumentality customarily used or
intended for probable use as a dangerous wea-
pon, on one's person; or
    (2) The ownership, possession, custody or
use of any firearm, or other instrumentality cus-
tomarily used as a dangerous weapon, at any
time by an enemy alien; or
    (3) The ownership, possession, custody or
use of any tools, or dynamite, or nitroglycerine,
or explosives, or other instrumentality customar-

ily used by thieves or burglars at any time by
any person with the intent to commit a crime; or
    (4) The manufacture, ownership, possession,
custody or use of any switchblade knife, spring
knife or other knife or similar instrument having a
blade which may be automatically unfolded or
extended from a handle by the manipulation of a
button, switch, latch or similar contrivance.
    (5)(a) The intentional possession or use by
any person of a dangerous weapon on a school
campus during regular school hours or on a
school bus. "School" means any elementary,
secondary, high school, or vo-tech school in this
state and "campus" means all facilities and prop-
erty within the boundary of the school property.
"School bus" means any motor bus being used
to transport children to and from school or in
connection with school activities.
    (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not
apply to:
    (i) A peace officer as defined by R.S. 14:30(B)
in the performance of his official duties.
    (ii) A school official or employee acting during
the normal course of his employment or a stu-
dent acting under the direction of such school
official or employee.
    (iii) Any person having the written permission
of the principal or school board and engaged in
competition or in marksmanship or safety in-
struction.
    B. (1) Whoever commits the crime of illegal
carrying of weapons shall be fined not more than
five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more
than six months, or both.
    (2) Whoever commits the crime of illegal car-
rying of weapons with any firearm used in the


